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JAMES V. 18, 20. 


Brethren, i any of you do err from the 
Truth, and one Convert him; let him 
Lom that he which compertarb 45e Sin- 
ner from the errour f bit Way, foul 
fav 4 Sul from Death, ana ſhall hi 
« aultituile of Sint. 


T may afford great Pleaſure to pious 
Minds, to reflect upon the Laudable Zeal 
KA with which ſeveral Religious Societies 
were formed fome Years ago, in theſe Great 
and Papylops Cities, as a good Example, 
which had its Influence ypon ther parts of 
the Iſland, and in Foreign Countrys; and 
with what Re gularity and good Succeſs thoſe 
for Reſormatian of Manners in particular have 
been managed: As alſo upon the many ex- 
cellent Sermans that have bon delivered from 
the Pulpit and Prefs, for your Aſſiſtance and 
Dirc&ion in your Noble Deſigns and Under- 
takings. And it is alſo a very ſerious if not 


melancholly Conſideration, that ſo many wor- 
thy Perſons that were very Active and Zea- 


!ous in their Endeavours to Reform a Wick- 
ed and Profligate Age and Generation, are 
removed out of this World, in which they 
were for a Time as Burning and Shinin 
Lights, and very beneficial to Mankind: Ant 
5 * Sn that 
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that in leſs than Twenty Vears, of about 


6 * a 


Forty Miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt, who, at 
your deſire, ſtood in this very Place where 
now I. am, to do the Work you call me to 
this day, a & third part arc ſilent in the Grave, 
and are able no more to aflift you with their 
Advice or their Prayers. Thus we ſee that 


x Pet. 1. 2 Fleſh is Graſs, and all the glory of Mai as 


245 25. 


the Flower. of Graſs, the Graſs withereth, - and 
the Flower thereof falleth away; the beſt of Men 
muſt die, and the Prophets do not hve for 


ever. But the word of the Lord endureth for © 


ever, and the Work of God ſhould not die 
in our Hands; tho' Iniquity doth ſtill abound, 


our Love ſhould not wax cold. And this is 


the word, which by the Goſpel is preached to you ; 
That if.any of you- do err from the, Truth, 
and onè convert him, He which convertcth 
the ginner from the Errour of his way, ſhall 
fave his Soul from Death, and ſhall hide a 
multitude of Sins... 

Theſe I ſay are words of the Gofpe!, which 
prochaim Pardon to penitent Converts, and 


_ promiſe a gracious” Reward to them that are 


Ads 17. 
38. 


converted, and thoſe who are Inſtrumental in 


the Converſion of Sinners. And how Beau- 
tiful upon the Mountains ſhould the Fect ot 


them be that bring ſich glad Tidings as theſe, 
That Sinners may be converted from their 


Errours and Vices: That they ate invited, 
commmanded and encouraged. to Repent, 


that now God commandeth all men every where 


to repent. That Sin may be pardoncd, yea 


that a rm)titude of Sins may be covered, and 


hiotred out, that God will abundantly Par- 
— —— — 

* The Reverend Mr. Burgeſs, Mr. Weodlouſe, Mr. 
Sylveſier, Mr. Shower, Mr. Howe, Dr. Villiams, Br. 
Alfop, Mr. Spademan, Mr. Fleming, Mr. Galpine, Mr. 
Febe, Mr. Henry and Mr. Coninghom, | 
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don, or multiply Pardons, where din hath 
abounded, and Offences have been multiplied - 
| That if the wicked forſale his ways and the un- Ila. 55. 7, 
| richteous man his thoughts, and return unto the 

Lord he will have mercy upon him, and to our 

God for he will abundantly pardon. That if Sin- : 

ners do repent and are converted, their Sins all AR 3. 19. 

| be blotted out. ls it not the voice of the Goſe 
Fs. | pel which ſpeaketh of the ſaving a Soul from 
| Deach? From that Death and Deſtruction, 
} the Law threatned againſt every tranſgrcſlion, 
and which ſome Tranſgreſſors eſpecially are in 

the moſt imminent danger of. It is Goſpel 
| Grace alſo by which alone the Endeayours of 
"TEA any Men to convert or fave themſclves or o- 

thers, ſhall be either Succeſsful or Acceptable. 
This is the Goſpel, That ſure word of the 
Lord, That Comfortable and Encouraging 
word which abideth for cver, and is now 
preached unto you. 

There is no Duty what ever more neceſſary 
nor advantageous than this, That an errone- 
ous or vicious Man do repent ot his Errours, 
and turn from his Evil Way: Nor is any 
Act of Charity or Love to our Neighbour 
more acceptable to God or Man, or through 
Grace rewardable than that which is propoun- 
ded and encouraged in my Text, and which I 
hope is the great Deſign of thoſe who belong, 
to theſe Societys for the Reſormation of Man- 
A ners, Namely, the ſaving of their Souls from 
Death, who are in great danger by reaſon of 
Deſtructive Errours and Practices. 

It is indeed a noble act of Charity, to ſave a 
Soul from Death, and it is our Duty, to en- 
dcavour and aim at this, and ſucha Duty as we 
canaot neglect without diſpleaſing God, as well 
as being cruel to our Brother. It is more eſpe- 
cially the Duty of thoſe, who by ny” of 
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their Office or Relation to them that are Ex- 
roneous and Vietous are under peculiar Obli- 
gations to this Work; or who by reaſon of 
Intereſt in their Affections, or Authority over 
their Perſons; have greater Advantages to 
perform this Work with good Succeſs ; yet 
none are exempted from uſing” their Endea- 
vours, nor ſhould any.Perſons cxcuſe them- 
ſelves. This appeareth from the' Exhortations 
given, and the Encouragements propounded 
ſo generally in the ſacred Scriptures, as in 
my Text, that he who converteth another, 
Let him be who he will, per formeth an Act 
moſt beneficial to his Neighhour, and moſt 
acceptable to God. 
It is the Duty of Chriſtians in general, 2 
1 Theſſ. g. Warn the m that are Unruly, to comfort the Feeble- 
14, 13. minded, ro ſupport the Weak, &c. All of us 
Heb. 12. ſhoulri look diligently, leſt any Man fail of, the 
I $. Grace of God. And take heed, left any among 
Chap.4-I. us ſeem to come ſhort of the promiſed ' Reſt: We 
Chap, ſhould conſider one anot Her .to provoke” unta Lore 
10. 24, «1d to Good Works, And in ſhott, We ſhovid not 
Phil. 2. 4. look (every Man on his own Things, but every Alan 
_ alſo on the Things of others, And next to the 
Welfare and Happineſs of out own Souls, 


which in Subordihation to the Glory of God, 


is our ultimate End, ant ſfiould be our Chief 
Care, nothing ought to be deſired and aimed” 
at by all of us, like the Salvation of the Souls 
of other Men. God forbid we ſhauld be of the. 
Character or Lemper of him; that ſaid, even 
Oen. 4. 9. to God himſelf; Am I my Brother's Keeper ? 
Bvfore- I proceed to What I principally, in- 
tend im this Diſcourſe, let me anfwer one 
Odjecrionf that lyeth obviouſly in the way, 
bat is eadiy removed. Namely, Is not the . 
Converfion-'of a Sinner, God's Work; _ 
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© for Reformation of Manners,” 1 
Salvation of his Soul, an Act ot his Grace and 
Favour? How then can any Man convert 
and fave himſelf ? or how can orie Man con- 
vert arid ſave another? To which I anſwer : 
Tho' it is true, that God alone can convert, 
or ſave a Sinner; yet in order to this End, 
he is pleaſed to make uſe of Means and lnſtru- 
ments ; and it 1s uſual in Scripture to aſcribe 
the Work of the Principal Efficient Cauſe, to 
the Means or Inſtrument. Thus, the Law of 
the Lord is ſaid to convert the Soul; and the PC. 19. 7. 
Word of God is ſaid to be able to ſave the Sul. Jam. 1. 21 
And Men like our ſelves are ſent as Inſtru- 
ments to open Mens Eyes, and to turn them from 
Darkneſs to Light, and the Pomer of Satan unto God, 
that they may receive forgiveneſs of Sins, and an AA: 26. 
Inheritance among them that are Santtified. Ti-"S-_ 
mot i is exhorted to be careful, that he might * * 
ſave himſelf, and them that heard him, And the“ 
Apoſtle Paul ſaith, He became all things to 
all Men, that he might by all means ſave ſome. And 1 Cor. 
private Chriſtians, as well as Miniſters of the” * 
Goſpel, may be happy Inſtruments in this 
bleſſed Work; and therefore, ſaith the Apo- | 
ſtle, What knoweſt thou, O Wife, whether thou x Cor. 
ſhalt ſave thy Husband ? or how knoweſt thou, O 7. 16. 
Man, whether thou ſhalt ſave thy Wife ? So 1 may 
ſay, How know ye but that you may be In- 
ſtruments in the Hand of God, to convert 
your erroneous and vicious Neighbour, Friend 
or Brother, and ſave his Soul from Death, and 
hide a multitude of Sins? And if you ate In- 
ſtruments only in this Work, as you can be 
no more, This will be your Honour and Hap- 
2 you ſnall not ſail of due Praiſe or Re- 
ward. 3 

My preſent Diſcourſe ſhall be contained un- 
der theſe Generals. 5 | | | 

J. 
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I. I will ſhew what ſort of Sinners we 
ſhonld endeavour to ſave. Namely, the Er- 
roneous and Vicious. | 

II. What Means or Methods we ſhould uſe 
in order to this End and Purpoſe. 

III. What Motives and Argnments are pro- 

er to excite and encourage our Endeavours . 

in this Work. And, 

IV. The Conclulion luitable to the particu- - 
lar Deſign of our preſent Allembly. . 

I. I am to ſhew, What fort of Sinners 
we ſhould endeavour to convert and ſave.. 
Namely, the Erroneous and Vicious. 

We-ſhould not confine. our Charitable Care 


and Concern for other Mens Salvation, only : + 


to thoſe who are in the. moſt imminent Dan- 
ger; we ought to ſtrengthen them that ſtand, 
as well as raiſe up them that are fallen; to 
confirm the Sound and Virtuous, as well as 
reclaim the Erroneous and Vicious: To build 
up one another in our moſt holy Faith. But ſpe- 
cial Care and Endeayours ſhovid be. uſed to- 
wards them whoſe Souls are in the greateſt 
Danger; who have erred from the Truth, and are 
walking in pernicious Hays, which lead down 
to the Chambers of Death, and take hold on 
Hell: Such eſpecially we ſhould endeavour to 
convert and ſave, who are Milty of Soul- 
deſtructive Errors in Jadgment, or evil and 
vicious Practices in Life and Converſation- 
Conſider therefore, . 
+. There are Soul-deſtructive Errors in Judg- 
nent. Otherwiſe we ſhould never have been 
warned ſo often againſt Seducers,: and Falſe 
Prophets, and their Falſe Doctrines, as we 
are in Scripture : Nor ſhould we find ſo many 
Exhortations to Vacorruptneſs in Doctrine, and 
Soundneſs in the Faith; nor Cuutions leſt we 
N are 


for Ref. raration of Manners. 11 
*. } are carried about with divers and ſtrange: Doc- Heb. 13. 9. 
trines. If all Errors in Judgment or Opinion 
were, ſuch innocent things, as many in our 
Days would perſwade themſelves and others, 
Is it not ſtrange we ſhould read in Scripture 
of Damnable Hereſies introduced by ſome who , pet.z.r, 
deny the Lord that o;ght them, which bring ; #1 2 Tim. 
Hen ſwift Deſtruftion ? whoſe Words eat as doth 2+ 17. 
4 Canker. Would the Church of Pergamos 
have been ſo ſeverely reprimanded, becauſe 
in her were found thoſe that held the Doctrine Rev. 2. 
of Balaam,ond of the Nicolaitans,if it were of no 14, '?- 
Conſequence what Opinion or Judgment Men 
were of in Doctrinal Maters? Or would the 
Apoſtle John have exhorted the Elect Lady, 
That if any came, and did not bring the Doc- 
trine he taught, not to receive ſuch into her Houſe, 2d Ep. 
nor bid them God Speed? I am fully perſwaded, Jobn 10. 
the looſe Opinions many in our Days indulge, 
concerning the Doctrines of Religion, hath 
greatly tended to the Debancheries in Life, 
and Corruption of Manners, ſo viſible and 
_ deplorable among us. And 1 am confirmed in 
„this Opinion, by what we find of the Heathen 
World, that becauſe they became vain in their Rem.r.21 
Imaginations, and did not like to retain Gad in ad in. 
their Knowledge, they were given up of God to 
a Reprobatę Mind, and were filled with all 
Unrighteoùfmneſs, &c. And when the Apoſtle 
is ſpeaking of the Grand Apoſtacy under An- 
tichriſt, how memorable are his Words? 
2 Theſſ. 2. 10, 11, 12. That becauſe Men recei- 
ved not the Love of the Truth, that they might be 
Saved : For this cauſe God would ſend them ſtrong 
Deluſions, that they ſhould believe a Lye : That 
they all might be damned, who believed not the 
Truth, but had Pleaſure in Uarighteouſneſs. 


B 2 When 
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When 1 ſpeak of Soul-deſtruttive Errours, 1 
would not be thought to intend, that all Er- 
rours in Judgment, are equally dangerous: 
Some wrong, Opinions, eyen in Matters of 
Religion, are ſo remote from the Foundation, 
and have ſo little Influence upon Mens Hearts 
and Lives, and relate to things more dubious, 
or not ſo clearly revcaled as others, that com- 
paratively ſpeaking, they are innocent things. 
And again, ſome Men have ſo little Abilities 
of Mind, or ſuch ſmall Opportunities of be- 
ing rightly informed, who yet have teachable 
Jempers, humble Minds, honeſt Hearts, and 
lead virtuous Lives, that their Erraurs or Mi- 
ſtakes, in ſome Points, it may be of conſide- 
rable weight, will, 1 doubt not, obtain cafy | 
Pardon from God, for the Sake of Chriſt, who | 
15 ready to forgive ; when other Men will be 
found greatly Criminal before God for their 
Errours in judgment, and Falſe Doctrines in 
Religion, which they themſelves embrace, and 
delight to publiſh to others. For tho?, tis 
true, that in ſome Senſe we are paſſive in our 
aſleat to Speculative Doctrines that are pro 
pounded to us, and cannot believe what we 
will, nor help aſſenting to Propoſitions, 2C- 
gordiug as they appear to the Eye of the Mind; 
yet as a Man may be guilty of willful Blind- 
neſs, when he ſhuts his Lodily Eyes; and of 
willtzl Deafnc, when he ſtops his Ears; in 


2 
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like manner, 1 doubt not but many Perſons 
are highly criminal, becauſe they will not at- 
tend to the proper Evidences given for Truth, 
nor to the Arguments which are likely to per- 
iwade them out of their Infidelity ;z and be- 
cauſe they do willingly indulge Pride and Pre- 
judices in their Souls, and wallow in thoſe 
Pepaucheries of Converſation, which have a 
WOT: 8 e 
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natural Tendency to darken their Minds, and 
lead them into the moſt dangerous and de- 
ſtructive Errors of judgment; whereas me- 
morable are the Words of our Bleſſed Saviour, 
If any Man will do his Will, he ſhall kzow of the John 7, 
Doctrine whether it be of God. From whence 17. 
we may conclude, that a ſincere deſire and 
endeavour to do the will of God, will be our 

reat Security againſt fatal Errors and Mi- 
ſtakes in the Doctrines of Religion; whercas 
the careleſs and irreligious Men is in great 
Danger cither to reject that which comes 
from God as an Error, or to receive that 
which is not from God as a Truth, one way 
or other to be drawn into ſome dangerous _ 
Miſtake, or at leaſt ro be toſſed to and fro and Epb. 4. 14, 
carried about with every wind of Dottrine, by 
the ſleight of Men and cunning Craſtineſs whereby 
they lay in wait to deceive. 

2. There are Soul- deſtructive Practices in 
Life and Converſation; and theſe are very 


Numerous. Some think theſe are principally 


intended in my Text, which we ſhould endea- 

vour to reclaim or convert the Sinner from; 

and your Work as a Society for Reforma- 

tion of Manners is chiefly concern'd about 

theſe, tho? I ſhall not inſiſt ſo largely on them; 

becauſe, alas! How manifeſt are theſe Works ; 
of the Fleſh. Theſe fleſhly Luſts that War 1 Pet. . 
Againſt the Soul; theſe fooliſh and hurtful Luſts *** 
which drown Alen in Deſtruction and Perdition, 

read the long and black Catalogue, Gal. 5. 19, 

20, 21. Adultery, Fornication, Uncleanneſs, 
Laſciviouſneſs, Idolatry, Witchcraft, Hatred, 
Variance, Emulation, Wrath, Strife, Seditions, 1 Ti, s, 
Hereſies, Envyings, Murthers, Drunkenneſs, 9. 
Revilings, and ſuch-like, viz. All Sorts of 
Prophaneneſs and Debaucheries, — 
ba- an 
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and prophane Curſing and Swearing, Sabbath- 
Breaking, or Profanation of the Lord's-Day. 
Thus it appeareth what ſort of Sinners we 
ſnould endeayour to convert and ſave. 
II. Our next Enquiry is what Means or Me- 
thods we ſhould uſe in Order to this End 
and Purpoſe. 2 
In the general all proper and likely Means 
muſt be uſed, ſuch as we find directed to in 
Scripture, or from Reaſon and Experience we 
may conclude will avail any Thing in order 
hereto, e. g. We muſt teach and inſtruct the 
Ignorant; ſome if you ſhould ask them about 
their Knowledge and Faith. in Divine Things, 
Acts 8.31 may Anſwer you as the Eunuch did to St. Peter, 


| How can I know or believe the Truth, exeept 


ſome Man guide me? The Apoſtle exhorts the 

: Coloſſians to teach one anot her; aud in his 
Titus 2.3. Epiſtle to Titus, mentions even Women that 
| were Teachers of good Things: Again, we ſhou'd 
endeavour to convince the Erroneous, and ſuch 

as are Gainſayers, We ſhou'd Argue with 

them out of the Scriptures, and from Topicks 


of Reaſon, and ſhew the abſurdity of their 


Errors, and endeavour to perſwade their 

Minds of the Truth we deſire them to Em- 

brace, and to ſnew them how very falte and 
pernicious their Miſtakes arge. 

< Again, We ſhou'd excite and quicken them 

we find remiſs and negligent in their Duty, 

3 12 200 in the Concerns of their Souls. Slamon 

iz, tells us, The Words of the Wiſe are as Goads; by 

. which we ought to ſtir up them that are care- 

leſs and fluggiſh : Again, we ſhauld admoniſb 

and reprove them are guilty of Crimes and 


— Theſ. 3. Oflences. Ve muſt warn the unruly. This 


1 ſhowd ſometimes be done more privately, ac- 
cording, to our Saviour's Direction, To tel our 
5 Brot her 
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Brother of his Fault between ther and him alone; Mat. 18. 


but if this will not avail, we muſt accuſe him !? 


before others; ſometimes to- the Church, and 
in ſome Caſes to the Magiſtrate, that ſuch as 


ſm openly and obſtinately may be-rebuked before x Tim. 5. 


all, that others alſo may fear. 


From what hath been ſaid, you perceive. 


how neceſlary the Direction is that we ſhou'd 
ronſider one another, and look diligently, taking 
the Inſpection of one another as a Biſhop or 
Shepherd over his Flock, in order to the ſav- 
ing each others Souls. And as the Apoſtle 
Jude directeth in Relation to this very I hing, 


To make a Difference between Men and Men; jude 22, 


according to their different Crimes and Cir- zz, 


cumſtances. | | 3 
According to their different Crimes ;, and we 
ſnall find ſome that are more properly the 
Objects of our Compaſſion ; Ox ſome, I ſay, 
have Compaſſion, who it may be, like the youu 
Men that follow'd Abſelom, do follow Sedu- 


cers in the ſimplicity of their Hearts, and know 2 Sam, 
not an) Thing; Or are only overtaken in 4 Fault; 15. 1t. 
or it may be are wounded in their own Gal-6. r. 


Conſciencies for what they have done ; and 
like the Inceftuous Corinthian, are in Danger 


of b eng | ſwallow d up. with over much For ow. 2 Coe. 2. 


Such are Objects of great Pity and Compaſli- 7. 


on, with ſuch we ſhould deal very tenderly 
and gently. But. others we ſhould ſave with 
Fear, or .ſhould attempt by rougher and, fe- 


vercr Methods to excite and awaken 'their 


Fear; we-ſhould with greater Earneſtneſs, as 
well as haſte endeavour, if we can, to pull 
them out of the Fire, to ſave them from thè 
Flames of Hell, who are juſt ready to fall into 


them. Thoſe that ſubvert whole Houſes, teath- 55,9, 1. 


ing Things they ought not, muſt be rebuked ſ 


arply; 11. 13. 
thoſè 


3 . 
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thoſe that are impudent and obſtinate, and yet 
ſecure in their Sins, muſt, if poſſible, be put into 
Fear. In order to this we hould uſe all proper 
Methods ; ſetting before them the Terror- 
of the Lord; telling them plainly, How the 
Wrath of God is revealed from Heaven, againſt 
all ungodlineſs and unrighreouſneſs of Men; and 
if they will not regard this, warn them fairly 
and frequently, that c're long the Lord Feſus 
himſelf will bs revealed from Heaven with his 
mighty Angels in flamins Fire, taking Vengeance 
on them that know not God, and obey not the Goſ- 
pel. Tho they ſnould make a Jeſt of theſe 
Things, and ſcoff at the Promiſe of his com- 
ing, yct do you tell them, The day of the Lord 
will come as a Thief in the Night, and as feeble 
Things as ſuch Words may ſometimes be, 
Time hath been when a Priſoner at the Bar; 
reaſoning of Righteouſneſs, Temperance an 
Judgment to come, hath made a Judge upon 
the Bench to Tremble ; and to this very day 
the Word of God is ſometimes quick and 
powerful, and ſfiarper than a two-edged 
Sword. g | 

I add, we ſhould make a Differerice as to 
Mens different Circumſtances in this World, be- 


_ cauſe due Regard being had to thoſe our At- 


tempts, are likely to he the more fucceFful. 
I think we may learn this ftom the Example 
of Nathan the Prophet, who came not abrubtly 


and haſtily upon David, who was a Princeand 


dis Sovereign, to reprove Him for his Adul- 
tery and Murder, this had not been ſo likely 
a Method to have brought him to Conviction 
and Repentance, as that which he took, name- 
ly, to prepare the Way by an apt and affecting 
Parable, and then to ſay to him, Thou are the 
Mun, 2 Sam. 12, To the ſame a * 
ou 
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ſhould remember the Direction of Timor; v; 
an Officer of the firſt Rank in the Church, 
1 Ep. f. 1, 2. Revuke not an Elder, but intreat 
him as a Father, and the Elder Nomen as Mothers. 

But under this general, concerning the 
Means and Methods we ſhould uſe, in order 
to convert and fave the Souls of other Men, 
there are two we ſhould not carefully regard. 

1. That our Converfation be ſuch as may 
credit Religion, and gain upon them that are 
Strangers or Enemies to it. We cannot be 


ignorant how many Precepts there arc in the 


Goſpel to this purpoſe : In that very Sermon 
of our Saviour upon the Mount, wherein he 
warneth his Difciples againſt the vain Oſten- 
tation of Hypocrues, in Praying and Faſting; 
and giving Alms, that they might be ſeen of 
Men; he giveth it in charge to his Followers, 


That their Light ſhould 1 ſhine before Men, that Nit. 5. 18 


they might ſee their Good - works, and glorify their 
Father in Heaven. Ho careful ſnould we be 
to cut off Occaſion from ſuch as reek Occaſion 
to ſpeak reproachfully ; that they may be a- 
ſhamed who blame our good Converſation. 
Hear the earneſt Exhortation of the Apoſtle 
Peter, 1 Ep. 2. 11, 12. Dearly beloved, I beſecch 
you as Strangers and Pilgrims; abſtain from fleſoly 
Luſts, which war agamſt the Soul; having your 
Converſation honeſt among the Gentiles, that wheye= 


| Jour goo | 
in the Day of Viſitation. It follows, Ver. 15. 
For fo is the Will of God, that with well-doing ye 
may put to' ſilence the Ignorance of fooliſh Alen. Ancl 


it is very remarkable what the ſame Apoſtle 


intimateth in the beginning of the next Chap- 
ter; That ſome may be gained upon or con- 
| C 


verted 


as they ſpeak againſt you as evil-doers, they may by 
| * which they ſhall behold, glorify God 
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verted by the good Converſation of their Rela» 
tives and Acquaintance, who will not obey the 
Word, or be gained upon my means of that 
alone. | | | : 

2. You muſt never fail to joyn your moſt 
earneſt Prayers wich your ſincere Endeavours. 
The Reaſon of this is very obvious from what 
ſome are ready to object in order to excuſe 
their Negligence : Namely, that to convert 
and ſave a Soul is God's Work. It ts true, 
this is God's Work, therefore be earneſt in 
Prayer to him, and defire that what you do in 


order theieto, at his Command, may be 


fucceſsfn] through bis Bleling. And it may, 
be if thofe of your Societies, and ſuch as wiſh 
well to you had prayed more for Succeſs in 
the good Work you are engaged in, there 
would not at this I ime. have been ſo much yet 
to be done, nor any Temptation to think the 


Caſe is deſperate, the Diſeaſe incurable, and 


tircher Attempts towards the deſired Refor- 
mation will be all in Vain. God forbid you 
ſhould on this Account or any other be diſ- 
courap'd: And therefore I proceed to the 


Ill. Third General propounded ; namely, To 


offer ſome Motives and Arguments to ex- 


cite and encourage your Endeavours in this 
good Work. 


And ſhould we look no further than my. 
Icxt, we may find ſtrong Perſwaſives there. 
For let us kaow it, and conſider it to animate 


our Deſites and Endeavours, He which con- 
verteth the Sinnet from the Error of his Way, 
Shall ſave a Soul from Death, and ſhall hide a mul- 
titude of Sins. The Arguments here uſed, are 


grounded upon the Suppoſition of our Succeſs 
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in our diligent Endeavours : And would the 
Holy Ghoſt have made ſuch a Suppoſition, if 
the Thing were not probable ? How then ſhou'd 
this excite our Zeal and Care? How ſhou'd 
we always abound in this Work, in hope 
that our Labour ſhall not he in Vain in the 
Lord. Upon the Suppoſition then of our 
Succeſs in this EnCeavour to convert and re- 
torm erroneous and vicious Men, ſome think 
the Apoſtle argueth from the vaſt Advan- 
tage that will redound to them that are 


converted, and to thoſe that arc Inſtrumental 
therein. 


1, It is certain he mentions the. Ad vantage 
(the vaſt Advantage) that will redound ro 
him that is converted, Thou haſt ſaved a Soi! 
from Death; or, as our Saviour doth expreſs 
tit, Thou haſt gained thy Brother, I incline to iat. 18. 
think the other Phraſe hiding a. multitude of 15. 
Sins, referreth alſo to the ſame Thing, and in- 
timateth that the ſincere Convert ſhall have all 
his Sins pardoned, be they never ſo numerous, 
and fo his Soul ſhall be ſaved, And who can 
think upon the Worth and Value. of an Im- 
mortal Soul, and not eſteem the Salvation, 
tho* but of one Soul, worth all his Coſt and 
Pains. Our Bleſſed Saviour thought ſit to 
come down from Heaven, and worth dying 
the Death of the Croſs to ſave Souls, and 
hath told us plainly, one Soul is of more Va- 
Jue than all this World; ſhall not we there- 1 
tore do all we can to fave a Soul from Death ? 26. 
Let us conſider what the Death of a Soul 
meaneth, and we ſhall ſee a further Argument 
in this Expreſſion. . This is no leſs than eternal 
Death and Aſiſery, the loſs af God's 9 
Ef an 
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and Favonr, which is better than Life ; the 
Freedom from cterhal Pains, not thoſe of 8 
_—_ g Fire in FUrgatory, but the conſum- 

na fige of Hell, Where the Norm dicth not, and 
he fire is mt quencl'd. it may further animate 
dur Eadeavours to think how near the Soul 
that is ſave d yas to this everlaſting Miſery 
it is ſav<d from; how worthy of Death, be- 
cauſe of the m altitude of Sins it was guilty of, 
and how nigh to everlaiting Miſery: And 
rinther, it the Soul be ſaved from Death, it 


ſhall obtain eter: nal Life, and be happy in the 


bliſsful Enjoyment of God tor ever and ever; 
chus naſgcakety)e is che Advantage true Con- 
* rts Wil obtain. 


2. Thoſe who are Infrumentai in tic Conver- 
n nd Salvation of Souls, ſhail have their Re- 
Ward: This fore think is declar d in the laſt 
T7 ods of my Text, and frall hide a multicnde of 
, * That this great Charity of Converting 
Iny tron the Errer of his Way which is a 
* *1cans of ſav ing the Sou] ofthe Converted e- 
re, non iu be lo acceptable in the light ofgod 


i 8211 
* and being added to his fincere Repentance 


* tor his Sins, how many ſoever he hath com- 


F mitted, ſtanld! 52 KN. flectual to the obtaining 
his Pardon through the Mercies of Chriſt 
© nnder the Cofpel. '* The Promile is plain, 
that as they wo are Wife fo: 4 ſhane at the bright- 


{5 of the J. rmament 2 tity tbat turm many to 


Kipiteouſuels as the Stars for ever and ever. And 
we may ſafely conciude, God will not forget 
this Jabour of Love, nor ſhall it loſe its Re- 
ward. And under "rhis Head, ler me add, 
— — — — — —— K—— 
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that tho' it is a great Honour, and will be a 
high Satisfaction and Plœoſure, both here and 
hereafter to be ſucceſeful Inftruments in this 
bleſſed Work, yet our Acceptance with God, 
and Reward of Grace from his Handsdependeth 
not upon our Succeſs, but on our Fidelity and 
Diligence. Jh Iſracl be nat gather'd, yet ſuch rc, 49. 4, 
ſhall be glorious in the Eyes of the Lord our God. 5. 
If we ſhould labour in vain, and ſpend our ſtrength 
for nought, and in vain ;, yet ſurely our Judgment 
is with the Lord, and our Work with our God. 

There are other Arguments to excite and 
encourage you, beſides what I find in my 
Text: As, 


»» 


1. Conſider this is the nobleſt laſtance of 
Love to our Neighbours : Nay, there can be 
no true Love and Friendſhip without this : 
We live in the Breach of one half of the Mora} 
Law, whilſt we neglect this Duty, and I fear 
the wr pe 1 2 ＋* to God, is little 

egarded alſo: For faith the Apoſtle lohn, 7 
: 2 ſay, I love God, and pareth hi B . 1 1 
1 a Lyar : For he that loveth not his Brother whom 
Ve bath ſeen, how can he love Gud, whom he hath 
not ſeen. And will any Man pretend he loveth 
his Neighbour or Brother, and not endeavour 
to ſave his Soul from Death, eſpecially when 
he ſceth him running Headlong to Hell? 
Will he not ſo much as call after him, or uſe 
any Endeavour to ſtop him in his mad Career? 


20. 


2. Conſider you your ſelves were once in a 
loſt and periſhing Condition, tho? now thro? 
Grace you may be ſafe. And are you ſaved 
from Drowning, and will not you help to fave 
others irom Periſhing .? Cannot you remember 


the 
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you hate been inſtrumental to endanger, it 


the Time when you were alienated from God ? 
Yea, Enemies in your Minds to him, when 
you were under a Spirit of Bondage and Fear 

becanſe you perceiv'd yourſelves Children o 

Wrath, and in the Gall of Bitterneſs, and 
Bond of Iniquity. How kind then was the 
Hand that helped you? How precious then 
were the Means of Grace to your Souls ? How 
welcome the Tidings of Saviour, and the leaſt 
glimmering of Light and Hope of Salvation? 
What a Value had you then for Souls? And 
are theſe Things quite forgotten now? Or 
can you have any Remembrance of them and 
not do all you can to ſave a Soul from Death? 


3. Conſider how active and diligent man 
are to deſtroy the Souls of Men. Let their 
curſed Zeal provoke your pious and charitahle 
Zeal. How reſtleg and unwearied is the ma- 
licious Devil in going about as a Roaring Then, 


ſeeking whom he may devour ? And his Agents 


and Inſtruments are very laborious to deſtroy 
their own. Souls, and the Souls of other Men. 
*Tis amazing to conſider how many ſtupid 
Wretches do not only frequently call upon 
God to damn their Souls, as it their Judgment 
lingred too long; but alſo take much Pains to 
ruin their Souls, who in the Language of the 
Prophet, Pram Iuiquity with Cords of Canity, and 
Sin as it were with Cart-Ropes, which can't be 
done without great Labour: And further, how 
they ſtrive all they can to make others as bad 
as themſelves, compaſſing Sea and Land, as it 
were, ta make Proſelytes, and fo render them ta- 


feld more the Cinldren of Hell. 


4. Conſider alſo, that heretofore, it may be 


nod 
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not deilroy the Souls of other Men. I am 
ſure we have all contributed to the Heap of 
Publick Guilt, which might bring down Na- 
tional Judgments, and therefore ſhould readi- 
ly contribute all we can towards a gerieral 
Reformation. And who knoweth what Miſ- 
chief we may have done to other . Men, by 
our Examples, in ſome Particulars, by our 
unwary Walking, if not alſo by ſome evil 
Actions ? Have we not all reaſon to pray for 
the Pardon of our own, and of our other Mens 
Sins? And ſhould not this Conſideration ex- 
cite us to do all we can to promote the Wel- 
fare and Eternal Salvations of the Souls of 
other Men? | 

1 could multiply Arguments, e. g. To do 
as you are now exhorted, is the only way to 
eſcape ſharing in the Guilt of other Mens Sins; 
and will be a happy Sign that your Souls are 
in a ſaved Condition; and may be a Means to 
prevent Publick Judgments from being poured 
out upon our Native Land ; and to procure 
Bleſſings upon our Selves and our Poſterity. 
Theſe Arguments have again and again been 
urged and inſiſted upon by thoſe excellent 
Perſons who, at your Deſire, hive preached 
to you for many Years together. There- 
fore, 


IV. To conclude this Diſcourſe in ſuch a 
| manner as is ſuitable to the Deſign of it. Give 
me leave to addreſs my ſelf, with Seriouſneſs 
and Earneſtneſs, To you that are Members 
of the Societies for Reformation of Manners; 
and then to all others. 


1. You that are Members of the Societies 
for Reformation of Manners, will, 1 7 
its 
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ſuffer the Word of Exhortation, namely, To 
aim at the Salvation of their Souls whoſe evil 
Alamers you endeavour to Reform. In parti- 
culax, by joining Inſtruction with Correction, 
as you have Opportunity, following all your 
Endeavours with earneſt Prayer; being care- 
ful, above all things, that you your ſelves 
are harmleſs aud blameleſs as the Children of God, 
wit hour Rebuke in the midſt of 4 crooked and per- 
verſe Generation, among whom ye ſhine as Lights 
in the World. And alſo, be exhorted not to 


be weary or fairit in your Minds. Content 
not yourſelves with theſe Religious Aſſemblies, 


but revive and attend your Friendly Meetings 
together for mutual Advice and Aſſiſtance, as 
have formerly done, and which J fear 


have been much neg lected of late. And when 


1 conſider I am ſpeaking to them that know 
the Value and Neceſſity of friendly Reproof, I 
perſwade my ſelf you wonld not be offended 
if I ſhonld duly and ſharply reprove ſome foe 
their Remiſneſs and Negligence in the great 
Duty infited on in the foregoing Diſcourſe 
But I hope Conſcience will do that in a better 


manner than | can, and that forme will now 


ſay, I remember my Faults this Day. Give me 
leave to expoſtulate a little with you. Are 
theſe Cities of London and Weſtminſter wholly 
reformed, and your Societies therefore have 
no more Work to do? Doth Iniquity hide its 
Head, and ſtop its Mouth? Iz the Wicked- 
neſs of the Wicked come to an end? Or is Sin 


and Wiekedneſs, Vice and Debauchery, be- 


come a tame and harmlef Thing? If none 
of theſe Things are ſo, why then ate ſome ſo 
cold and remiſs, who once were warm and 


tealous ? Where is that Bleſſadneſs which 


okce 
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once you ſpake of? Where is the Zeal that 


was once conſpicuous in ſome that are gone, 


and which once — fo warmly in ſome of 


your Breaſts? As your Zeal once inflamed 
others in many Parts of the Nation, ſo I fear 
a failure of Life and Spirits in the Capital of 
the Kingdom, hath cauſed a Faintnefs and 
Coldneſs for this Work throughout the Land. 
You did run well, who or what hath hindercd 
vou? or are not ſeveral of your Hindrances 
removed? It was not to be wondered at, That 
when Riots and Tumults were encouraged oi 
connived at by them, who ought to have ſup- 
preſſed 'em, and the lewdeſt and vileſt of 

en were countenanced in the moſt profane 
and irreligious Outrages, that your Hearts 
mould be diſcouraged, and your Hands be 
weakned. But, bleſſed be our God, now 'tis 
otherwiſe ; therefore renew your former At- 
tempts, with redoubled Zeal and Vigour. Up 
and be doing, and the Lord our God ſhall be 
with you. | 

2. Let me perſwade all others, if they will 
not join themſelves to your Societies, yet to 
give you all the Encouragement and Aſſiſtance 
that is proper otherwiſe ; I could eaſily ſhew 
how much it is the Duty and Intereſt of Ma- 
giſtrates to encourage you, for the promoting 
the Publicx Welfare, which they ought ſo 
much to be concerned for; and becauſe you 
are ſo helptul to them in doing that which is 
neceſſary to be done, that Magiſtracy it ſelf 
may not be an ufeleſs Thing in the World, 
and Magiſtrates be deſpiſed here, and condem- 
ned hereafter. 

Thoſe that are not Magiſtrates, nor yet of 


your Societies, ovght certainly to wifh well 
| 9 
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to your noble Peſign. But good Wiſhes and 
good Words alone, are not ſufficient. For- 
merly there have been, and J hope there will 
3gain be, thoſe who ſhall ſhew their Good- 
will to you in another manner. If any ſhould 
object, and ſay, They fear the Methods taken 
by theſe Societies will not convert Sinners, 
and fave Souls, for then they would readily. 
contribute all they could to their Support and 
Encouragement. I reply, That it muſt be 
acknowledged, temporal Puniſhments axe not 
proper Arguments to convince the Judgment 
of Error; nor yet are theſe alone ſufficient 
to reclaim or convert Men from vicious Ha- 
bits and Practices; yet there is reaſon to think 
Manaſſeth is not the only Inſtance of the good 
Effect of Afflictions and Puniſhment, who 
when he was taken among the Thorns, and bound 


33. 11,12. With Ferters, beſought the Lord, and humbled him- 


felf ereatly. And the Wiſe Man tells us, that 
the Rod and Reproof give Wiſdom. And in ſome 
caſes it may hold good with reſpect to thoſe . 
that are grown up, what 1s ſaid concerning 
the Correction of Children. Prov. 23. 13, 14, 
Withheld not Correction from the Child, for if thou 
veateſt him with the Rod, he ſhall not die. Thon 
ſhalt beat him with the Rod, and ſhalt deliver his 
Soul from Hell. I heartily wiſh that thoſe who 
ditlike the Methods taken by theſe Societies 
for Reformation, would find out, and prac- 
tiſe any that are better, or any other that are 
ſo good, And ſuppoſing after all that Sinners 
ſhould not he converted and ſaved this way, 
yet will not ſome Enormities be prevented or 
reſtrained ? Will not many be terrified, wha 
are not yet engaged in the moſt vicious and 
deſtructiye Courſes ? Will not a Publick Teſ⸗ 
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timony be given againſt that which otherwiſe + © 
is the Reproach, and in all likelihood will 

will prove the Ruin of any Kingdom or Na- 

tion? If therefore you have any love to Souls; 

any deſire after the Publick Welfare; any con- 

cern for your Dear Country and Children ; 

any zeal for the Glory and Honour of God ; 

it there be any Virtue, any Praiſe, think on 

theſe things. And to conclude as I began, 
Brethren, if any of you dy err from the Truth, 

and one convert him, let him know, (Let him 
conſider) that he which converteth a Sinner from 

the Error of his Way, ſhall ſave a Soul from Death, 

and ſhall hide a multitude of Sins. 


